DISTRIBUTION AS PER CINEMATOGRAPH ACT

EXHIBITING DOCUMEMTARIES (APPROVED FILMS/INR REELS)

 IN CINEMA HALLS IN INDIA

All the exhibitors in India are under statutory obligation to exhibit documentary film approved by Censor Board and Film Advisory Board. It is essential and mandatory. The Hon’ble Supreme court in its judgment has mentioned some definitions, taken into account and has observed certain directions for the issue of licenses for the exhibition of films. These are as follows:-

“Directions: A licensee shall so regulate the public exhibition of films by means of a cinematograph that, at every such exhibition, there shall be exhibited notified films of such length as bears to the length of other films exhibited approximately the ratio of one to five;-

(a) to exhibit at any such public exhibition more than 2,000 ft. of notified films of 35 mm size or 800 ft. of notified films of 16 mm size; or

(b) to exhibit any notified films for more than two weeks continuously; or

(c) to re-exhibit any notified film which has been shown for two continuous weeks; or       

(d) to exhibit notified films beyond the limit up to which notified films are available   for exhibition for the time being, or to exhibit any notified films when such films are not available for the time being….. 

Explanation:- In these directions “notified film” means a film which is produced in India in which is –

A scientific film, or A film intended for educational purpose, or A film dealing with news and current events, or A documentary film, Provided that any of the films as referred to above, which is approved by the Central Government after considering the recommendations of the Film Advisory Board, Bombay, shall be deemed to be a Notified film for the purpose of this Notification.”

The Hon’ble Supreme Court in this regard observed at paras 18 and 19 thus:

“Undoubtedly, the exhibitors, in order to fulfill the conditions of the license, are required to enter into an agreement with the Films Division, Government of India. This is not because of any statutory compulsion but because of the fact that the Films Division is the only organization which produces such short films is sufficient quantities for regular distribution to the cinema exhibitors. The requirement of approval of such films is to ensure that the films, in fact comply with the requirements specified in the statute. None of the provisions referred to make it mandatory for the exhibitors to procure such film only from the Films Division. The reason why they do so is because of a lack of adequate alternative sources.

The Exhibitors contend that before their licensee is renewed. It is necessary for them to obtain a “no-objection” certificate from the Films Division. The purpose of this is to ensure that the statutory requirements have been complied with by the licensee in the previous year. If, however, any licensee is in a position to procure such approved films from any other source, there is nothing in the statutes which prohibits him from doing so. These provisions, therefore, do not violate Article 19 (1) (a) of the constitution. They are not in restraint of free speech and expression. Therefore, Article 19(2) is not attracted.” 

An exhibitor can acquire the “Documentary/INR” from any other source, and not necessarily Films Division, but the “Documentary/INR” should conform to the above observations.

In last couple of years, very few documentaries, which conform the norms were produced. As per Censor Board, Mumbai, most of the documentaries were produced by Films Division. Only 2 documentaries, of outside producer were censored, in 2002-2003, which were approved by Film Advisory Board. That was the reason, in spite of best efforts, enough documentaries could not be procured by existing distributors and a distribution-network, parallel to Films Division could not be created. But, now after Indian infotainment Media Corporation’s entry scene has changed. iiMC produced 39 Public service films in 2004, 15 films in 2005 and 7 in the first two months of 2006,  that too on celluloid, thus creating a record

The showing of “INR/Documentary” in cinemas has many aspects:

1. If any one distributor/exhibitor is found, not following the rules, may result in stern legal action. This action will be only against the exhibitor, because it is the mandatory condition for him for licensing procedure. In any way distributor will not be responsible. It happened with few cinemas in North India, where INR was being supplied by some other supplier, but not Indian infotainment Media Corporation. In such eventuality when you select a wrong INR supplier just to save little money, the very purpose will be defeated, and there is always danger of axe of licensing Authority falling on the exhibitor.

2. If distributor/exhibitor does not get well-made and effective documentaries, the documentary movement will get a big jolt. The viewers will be forced to see the same routine fare as was distributed earlier.

Every exhibitor should select an INR supplier who has track-record of production and is capable to supply “Approved films” uninterruptedly. Right now only Indian infotainment Media Corporation, Mumbai fulfils all the requirements, in private sector.

